The School of the Nations was delighted to host a visit by Dr. Alexis Tam, Secretary of Social Affairs and Culture for the
Macau Special Administrative Region on 18 April 2017. Dr. Tam was accompanied by Madame Leong Lai, Director of the
Macau Education and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ); Mr. Wai Cheng long, Advisor of Office of the Secretary for Social
Affairs and Culture ; Mr. Lou Pak Sang, Subdirector of DSEJ; Madame Kuok Sio Lai, Subdirector of DSEJ; Ms. Leong
Vai Kei, Director of Department of Education of DSEJ; Mr. Wong Kin Mou, Director of Department of Research and
Educational Resources of DSEJ; Mr. Kong Chi Meng, Director of Division of Pre-school and Primary Education of DSEJ.

Dr. Tam and his colleagues met with the School of the Nations Council, School Director and Administrative Team. Ms.
Candy Fok Kam Mui welcomed Dr. Tam and the guests from the DSEJ on behalf of the School Council and expressed the
Council’s appreciation for the extensive support the government of Macau has provided to the school since its inception
nearly 30 years ago. Dr. Tam then shared that he was pleased to pay a visit to the School for his second time, noting that
the School had made a lot of progress over the years in its efforts to contribute to the welfare of Macau. Dr. Tam commented
on the importance of students developing their capacities in the Mandarin language and using their talents to contribute to
their community, society, and nation. School of the Nations Director Mr. Vivek Nair also expressed his deep appreciation
of the assistance the government had provided to help the school advance towards its vision of developing the great capacity
of young people to contribute to the well-being of society, noting that the School regards every human being “as a mine rich
in gems of inestimable value” and that education is the process by which this potential can be released.

Following further discussion, the group visited the School’s arts department, during which time Dr. Tam and his colleagues
had a chance to meet with students and discuss with them their artwork and the concepts they were based on. The visitors
then proceeded to visit and discuss the School’s International Baccalaureate Program, including visits with students
undertaking experiments in the Biology and Physics labs. Finally, Dr. Tam had a chance to address the School’s graduating
class, during which he inquired about their plans for future study and encouraged them to strive for excellence.

The School of the Nations community was very encouraged by the visit and looks forward to continuing to serve the
community of Macau under the guidance of the Department of Social Affairs and Culture and DSEJ.
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